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“It really helped me understand my under-

“You don’t find many choirs that have such
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He was student conductor of both the Furman

Now, he’s ready to step into the big time —

a healthy mix of human, spiritual and musical

of Stewart Supply Company and also

Floyd spent his formative years in Greenville, taking part in Furman music
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Since 1997 he has been on the faculty at Oberlin (Ohio) College Conservatory

Vick is equally complimentary: “There is no doubt in my mind that Hugh Floyd
is the right choice to continue to move the Furman Singers forward.”

Had Floyd any doubts about his interest in

“That weekend confirmed my decision to apply,” he says. “I came to honor
Bing, but also to get a sense of the situation. And I realized anew what Furman
and the Singers are. To see such galvanizing support — it’s the kind of choir anyone would want to lead.”
Although he loved his time at Oberlin, the emotional ties to Furman were
strong. “I wanted to give back to a school that was so amazing and nurturing for
me,” he says. “And I truly value the liberal arts. At Oberlin [with the conservatory],
they’re separate entities. At Furman, they mesh very well. It’s a real strength.”

graduate work better,” he says, referring to the VickHillis link. “It brought me full circle.”
More recently, on a sabbatical from Oberlin, he
lived in New York where he observed at the Juilliard
School, studied English cathedral music and dabbled in
musical theatre — to the point that he received a call
back for a role in the national tour of “The Producers.”
He says, “I know about graduate school, but I wanted to see how solo singers
make it in New York and what happens when they try to go directly to Broadway.
How does the professional world compare to the academic? Students want to know,
and as a teacher it’s my responsibility to understand how things work.”
Given his clear feeling of connection to Furman and his excitement about
returning to alma mater, Hugh Floyd says he’s ready to build on the well-established
traditions and culture of the Furman Singers — and to take the group another step
forward.
Dr. Floyd, the baton is now yours. Welcome to the podium.
— JIM STEWART
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